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Spring 2017 Recommendations for Small Groups  

1) A Review of N. T. Wright's "Surprised by Hope" 

In this book, Wright engages with the Christian understanding of life after death. His goal is to correct as much as it is 
to inform. He contends that people inside the church are as confused about what the Bible teaches regarding the 
resurrection and the life to come as those outside the church. 

Wright argues that, instead of assuming that heaven is a place that is only relevant after death, that heaven is a 
present reality. "Heaven, in the Bible, is not a future destiny," Wright proposes, "but the other, hidden, dimension of 
our ordinary life—God's dimension, if you like". 

According to Wright, when the Bible speaks of heaven, "it is not talking about two localities related to each other 
within the space-time continuum or about a nonphysical world contrasted with a physical one but about two 
different kinds of what we call space, two different kinds of what we call matter are, though very different, not far 
away from one another". 

This image of the juxtaposition of heaven and earth is compelling. Heaven is not so far away that our voice will not 
carry. It is closer than we think, as close as the risen Savior, who sits at the Father's right hand and pleads for us. 

2) A review of Bessel van der Kolk M.D. The Body Keeps the Score: Brain, Mind, and Body 
in the Healing of Trauma 

A pioneering researcher transforms our understanding of trauma and offers a bold new paradigm for healing. Trauma 
is a fact of life. Veterans and their families deal with the painful aftermath of combat; one in five Americans has been 
molested; one in four grew up with alcoholics; one in three couples have engaged in physical violence. Dr. Bessel van 
der Kolk, one of the world’s foremost experts on trauma, has spent over three decades working with survivors.  
 
In The Body Keeps the Score, he uses recent scientific advances to show how trauma literally reshapes both body and 
brain, compromising sufferers’ capacities for pleasure, engagement, self-control, and trust. He explores innovative 
treatments—from neurofeedback and meditation to sports, drama, and yoga—that offer new paths to recovery by 
activating the brain’s natural neuroplasticity. Based on Dr. van der Kolk’s own research and that of other leading 

specialists, The Body Keeps the Score exposes the tremendous power of our relationships both to hurt and to 
heal—and offers new hope for reclaiming lives. Please take note: This book is not written from a 
Christian or faith perspective. 
 
 

3) A review of John E. Phelan’s - Essential Eschatology  
 
Since Jesus ascended, eschatology (or the study of “last things”) has been a major topic of conversation. As 
Christians, we eagerly await and anticipate Jesus’ coming. We often wonder when that time will occur. Many 
predictions and much controversy have ensued concerning when this will occur. Ultimately what we learn is that 
eschatology gives us Christians the hope necessary for reconciliation between God and us. 
 
Phelan reminds us that eschatology plays a significant role in Christianity, and he points out that the Bible’s narrative 
“begins in creation and ends in new creation.” He holds that eschatology is about more than simply what will happen 
in the last days. He also answers questions such as: Who am I? What does it mean for me to exist? What does it mean 
to die? What is heaven anyway? What is hell? 
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4) A review of Two Views on Homosexuality, the Bible, and the Church by Preston Sprinkle 
and Stanly Gundry 

Two Views on Homosexuality, the Bible, and the Church brings a fresh perspective to a well-worn debate. While 
Christian debates about homosexuality are most often dominated by biblical exegesis, this book seeks to give much-
needed attention to the rich history of received Christian tradition, bringing the Bible into conversation with 
historical and systematic theology. To that end, both theologians and biblical scholars—well accomplished in their 
fields and conversant in issues of sexuality and gender—articulate and defend each of the two views: 

Affirming view -- William Loader + Megan K. DeFranza Traditional view -- Wesley Hill + Stephen R. Holmes 

Unique among most debates on homosexuality, this book presents a constructive dialogue between people who 
disagree on significant ethical and theological matters, and yet maintain a respectful and humanizing posture toward 
one another. Even as these scholars articulate pointed arguments for their position with academic rigor and depth, 
they do so cordially, clearly, and compassionately, without demeaning the other. Holding to a high view of Scripture, 
a commitment to the gospel and the church, and a love for people—especially those most affected by this topic—the 
contributors wrestle deeply with the Bible and theology, especially the prohibition texts, the role of procreation, 
gender complementarity, and pastoral accommodation. 

 

5) A review of John Walton’s The Lost World of Genesis One 

In this astute mix of cultural critique and biblical studies, John H. Walton presents and defends twenty propositions 
supporting a literary and theological understanding of Genesis 1 within the context of the ancient Near Eastern world 
and unpacks its implications for our modern scientific understanding of origins. 

Ideal for students, professors, pastors and lay readers with an interest in the intelligent design controversy and 
creation-evolution debates, Walton's thoughtful analysis unpacks seldom appreciated aspects of the biblical text and 
sets Bible-believing scientists free to investigate the question of origins. 

 

6) A review of John Swinton’s Raging with Compassion: Pastoral Responses to the 
Problem of Evil 

Can we defend God's love, goodness, and power in a world scarred by violence and suffering? Do we need to? 
Traditional attempts to explain the problem of evil have mostly seen it as a philosophical and theological task. In this 
book, John Swinton reminds readers that the experience of evil and suffering precedes pontification on its origin. 
Raging with Compassion seeks to inspire fresh Christian responses and modes of practice in our broken, fallen world. 
 
 
 

 
 
 


